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WHEREAS. currcmly, there arve approximately 1.5 million citizens in Minois who are 63 vears of age or ofder: and,

WHEREAS, it is estimated thar the namber of citizens in Nlinois who are 63 vears of age or ofder will inerease to 2.23 million by
2125 and,

WHEREAS, there are close so 600 N0 deaths per year i Hllinois cawsed by folls: and,
WIHEREAS, falls are the feading cause of injurv-related deaths among people age 63 and over; and,

WHEREAS, one ont of every three people aged 63 and older folf cach vear. despite the fact thant research shows most fally are
prreeventable: and.

WHEREAS. approximately | .5 millton fragilite fractures will oconr this vear that will result in approximarely 20-30 percent af
aleler aedules whe have o bip fracture dving within twelve monhs wind an additional 25 perecar of older adules who are in mrsing
Prontes dlvieg within twe vears! and,

WHEREAS, the health care costs fram foll injurics and fragility fractures are projected to be 833 hillion annually by 2020; and,

WHEREAS, identifving, cducating. and treating  fndividuals at risk for fragilite fractures due 1o poor bone health can
substantially reduce the loug-term burden of osteoporesis. bone-related infuries and deaths; and,

WHEREAS, the mission of the Foundation for Education and Musculoskeletal Research ix to promote musewloskeletal health and
researeh, proveat fragiline fractwres, and increase avareness of osicoporosis and related bone travma and disabilivies; and.

WHEREAS, on the first day of autimn, Seprember 22 of this vear, the Foundation for Education amd Musailoskelotal Research
will coordinare public awarencss and outreach activities to help prevent falls and the resulting fractres:

THEREFORE, §, Pat Quinn, Governor of the State of linois, do hereby prociagim Seprember 22, 2000 as FALL PREVENTION
AWARENESS DAY in Mlinois, in order to raise awarciess of falls in an effort to vediuce the incidence of falls among the older
poaple of our state.
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